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Welcome to the SIXTH addition of our
new  NEWSLETTER! Whether you’re a
visitor or a member of the church, it’s
great to have you with us.

The Newsletter will be published every
quarter and we look forward to
entertaining you with fun, interesting
and informative news from our church
and community.

This newsletter will be available in a
black and white printed copy but will
also be available for download direct
from our website. Please keep an eye
on our Facebook page for publishing
information.

We hope you enjoy the read and we
welcome any suggestions for
improvements or any news that you
might want to share in the next
publication.

Regarding this newsletter

We welcome your feedback
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Bible Study Groups / Home Fellowship Groups

Treasurer: Des Harris (Finances)  083-309-8732

Trust Steward: Raymond Peters  044 691-3587

Stewards: Victor Grootboom (Justice & Service)  044 698-1030
 Shirley Kimble(Discipleship & Fellowship) 083 953-1673
 Johan Hartzenberg(Outreach)  073-579-8238
 Berndine King (Spirituality)  082-447-3116
 Mary-Anne van Niekerk (Pastoral Care)  082-498-1304
 Eddie Rocher (I.T.)  044 698-1322

Tuesdays  14h00 Johan Hartzenberg    073-579-8238

Wednesdays 09h30 Rev. Lynne Walter    044-693-4696
      Annie James Hall

Thursdays  14h30 Geoff  Robey     044-690-3084
      7 - 17th Avenue, Linkside



Minister’s Note

Lynne
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Dear fellow travellers in the Way of Christ.

2 Samuel 13 tells one of the more horrific stories in Scripture. Amnon lures his
half-sister Tamar into his home on the pretext of being ill. Once there he rapes
her and then we are told he despises her. Her brother Absalom tells her not to
speak of the events. Verse 20 of chapter 13 reads “Her brother Absalom said to
her, “Has that Amnon your brother, been with you? Be quiet now, my sister, he is
your brother. Don’t take this thing to heart.” And Tamar lived in her brother
Absalom’s house a desolate woman.” (Emphasis mine).
Sadly, the story of Tamar has repeated itself throughout history. Women are
abused and their cries of pain have gone unheard. For too long even the church
has encouraged women to remain silent for the sake of reputation. Male members
of the church including clergy and leaders have been guilty of sexual harassment
against women, and this has often been “hushed up”.

In her address to the Conference our Presiding Bishop Elect Rev. Purity Malinga
spoke of the many women in our society that have literally been buried in shallow
graves. She went on to say, “I worry more about the shallow graves that are not
seen, the many women even in this room (the conference venue) who are buried
in shallow graves because of what has happened to them at the hands of their
fellow brothers in the church.”

Last quarter I alerted you to our social media policy. This month I want to highlight
our church’s sexual harassment policy. This policy applies to any form of sexual
harassment experienced within the church. It covers the harassment of members
by fellow members, members by leaders, members by clergy and clergy by
members and leaders. As with all our policies the full policy can be found on the
MCSA website www.methodist.org.za . I bring to your attention the existence of
the policy and would like to inform you that there is a sexual harassment team in
each circuit that will listen to allegations of sexual harassment in confidence and
where necessary intervene and/or ensure that the church’s discipline is upheld.
The work of the team in no way prevents a victim from laying a criminal or civil
charge with the appropriate civil authorities.

Help us to build a church and society in which all people can flourish without fear.
Help our sisters to report violation rather than burying their pain.

Lynne Walter

As a new member of the Methodist Church, it has been most rewarding and uplifting to
experience the warm embrace by Johan (Hartzie) our Outreach Steward. During March
I attended my first fellowship meeting where a group of 13 men met to share a Journey
of discovery and enrichment by studying Rick Warren's The Purpose Driven Life.

It was soon evident from our discussions that we were all on a path of spiritual
enrichment and as we shared our thoughts, I never felt obliged or prompted to contribute
as I am well aware that often people feel that they will be pressurised into saying
something without them really having the desire to say anything at that particular stage.
My sincere thanks and appreciation to Ron who not only is a thorough gentleman, but
also an exceptional facilitator and mediator.

Most human beings have a strong need for acceptance and a sense of belonging. This
group offers this opportunity for all to share in the fellowship of “Making Christ Known”
by starting to study “His Purpose” for our lives. If we are able to grow in a non-invasive
and non-threatening safe environment, this is the place to be.
We are all capable of serving the Lord in our own special way and throughout the journey
I have come to realise the diverse talents we have in the Church. We do not need to
compare our talents with others as “God will not put more on us than he puts in us.” If
you feel that your Spiritual Journey has reached a dead-end or you wish to invigorate
your life, here is an opportunity to grow with other members of our church and so reach
a higher level of personal “Purpose” in serving the Lord.

To a very special group, I give thanks to the Lord.

Michael ffoulks.

MY JOURNEY WITH THE MEN’S MINISTRY ON THE PURPOSE DRIVEN
LIFE. (PDL)

It was indeed the turning point of his life. Together with Wesley’s great friend George
Whitefield and his brother Charles Wesley who wrote many of our favourite hymns that we
sing to this day, God used their commitment to bring salvation to thousands of people
throughout the British Isles who had personally witnessed their preaching. It had been
Whitefield who encouraged Wesley to preach in open fields as the poor were more often
than not excluded from entering a church.  Strict class distinction in Britain was one of many
social problems at that time but both Wesley and Whitefield opposed this practice in spite
of their privileged background.
Despite some significant differences, Whitefield remained a strong
supporter and friend of Wesley throughout his life as the following anecdote
reveals.  At  Wesley's funeral, a somewhat pompous academic  asked
Whitefield, “Do you think we will see Wesley in heaven?” to which Whitefield
replied, “I fear not, for he will be so close to the throne and we at such a
distance, we shall hardly get sight of him.”
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Time is rushing by and before we know it we will be wishing one another a Merry
Christmas. In fact, the next edition of this Newsletter is due on 29 December!!

So it will soon be a time of reflecting on the year that is past, a year which in a
number of ways will be of historical significance for South Africans. Top of the
agenda currently is the outcry against gender violence and xenophobia.  Already
Lynne has reminded us in her 'Note from the Minister' of the wake-up call for the
men of South Africa. Thank you Lynne for that reminder of 2 Samuel 13 which
records that after Amnon raped his sister Tamar, her brother Absalom urged his
sister not to make the matter a public scandal and even attempted to quieten her
by minimizing its significance. It's a simple matter for us as men to condemn Amnon
but what about Absalom's conduct? And what about King David too? The Bible
records he was furious when told about the rape but there is no mention of any
punitive action against Amnon! The question we as men need to face up to is a
stark one : how often have we remained silent when we know that evil has been
done?

And what about rampant xenophobia? Do we speak out against xenophobia? I
certainly haven't.  The truth is we have no excuse remaining silent for the Bible is
explicit in Leviticus 19:33, “ When an alien lives with you in your land, do not
mistreat him. The alien living with you must be treated as one of your
native-born. Love him as yourself for you were aliens in Egypt.”

In the previous edition of this Newsletter,  Lynne reminded us that we are Christ's
representatives. In fact, every Sunday morning we surely look at the mission
statement on the rear wall of the church which reads, “In obedience to God, live
like Christ and make Him known.” That same message also appears on the front
cover of each Newsletter. And yet the question I need to ask myself is how often
do I consider that message and more importantly, do I allow it to influence my
behaviour to 'do good'?

Ron Hurt

Susanna Elizabeth Furness nee Bonthuys
20 June 1945 – 23 June 2019
Affectionately known as Sue. She was born in Noupoort and moved to Mossel Bay at
a young age because her father, in the employment of the railway was transferred.
She was educated at the Catholic Convent school and then Point High school, also
spending a year in New Jersey as an exchange student. Later Sue married Michael
Furness and they have a son Mark.
A pillar of the local community. Mother, Friend, businessperson; Sue was a well liked
and respected figure. She was easily recognisable by her keen fashion sense, always
looking her best. An eager traveller and shopper.
Sue was always ready to lend a hand wherever it was required making a big pot of
soup every week for years for the Methodist soup kitchen. Charitable causes were
also supported and are too numerous to mention. Sue was a teacher at our Sunday
School too.
Michael and Sue attended Bible study regularly which originated in their home, our
minister then being Rev Sydney Jones.
After retiring from the business, Sue got to spend time with her family and would then
be able to have more time with Mike after his stroke in January 2015. They would sit
together in their braai room, enjoying the sun, and just being in each others company
with her new hobby building puzzles; even doing more than one at a time.

Sue is sadly missed by her family and friends.
Geoff Robey Geoff

Ron

After John Wesley's failed outreach to Georgia in America in
1736-8 he returned to England, a depressed and   beaten man.
In his despair he turned to the Moravians whom he had met on
board ship during the outward journey to Georgia. On one
occasion the ship   had been caught up in a terrible storm with
everyone, barring a group of Moravians, fearing for their lives.

Whilst most on board panicked, the Moravians calmly sang hymns and prayed, making
an indelible impression on the youthful Wesley. Unable to recover from his depression,
Wesley attended a Moravian meeting at Aldersgate Street, London in May 1738. It was
the turning point in his young life. Here's how he recorded it in his journal.
“In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street where one was
reading Luther's Preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, before
he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt
my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation, and an
assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from
the law of sin and death.”
A few weeks later, Wesley preached on the doctrine of personal salvation by faith followed
by another on God's grace, “ free in all, and free for all.”

Did you know?
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We have had lovely meetings this Quarter. We played Bingo in August, Charmaine the
leader, Joan the caller and many prizes handed out and a lot of fun.

We have catered for quite a few funerals, thanks to all those who helped with catering,
setting up the hall with chairs and tables, and to those who wash dishes and help tidy
up. Hats off to Mark, the husband of a very new member Tracy Smith who washed up
twice already.  It’s wonderful to have Mary/Martha husbands help with heavy work, not
forgetting Raymond who helps setting up and packing away the chairs and tables for
each meeting.

 We only have 2 meetings left this year.  (Where did the year go?) October will be a
home meeting, then in November the Men’s Ministry will surprise us when they take
us out on a special outing. Watch this space. When we find out we’ll let you know where
we are going. Until then keep serving the Lord Jesus and be blessed in all you do.
Love to all our dear members. (That means all of you.)

Shirley Kimble

A Well Attended Men's Quarterly Meeting

‘God works wonders in your life when you give Him the opportunity to do that’.
That was the remarkable message of the two inspiring guest speakers, Chris Smit and
Michael Hills at the Men’s Ministry quarterly meeting held on 31 August 2019.

The 38 attendees, our biggest turnout since May 2018, were also treated to delicious
breakfast snacks prepared by our hosts.

A hearty thank you to the good people who made the meeting possible, to our guest
speakers, and to those who attended the meeting. What a blessed opportunity we had
to have Christian fellowship together!

Again we realized that God has a purpose for each of us – and that we discover our
purpose only through an intimate, personal relationship with Jesus Christ, our Saviour.

Next Meeting: Please also note that our next Men’s Ministry Quarterly Meeting will be
on Saturday, 30 November 2019.

Johan Hartzenberg

Men’s Ministry

Brian was a much loved minister at our church from 1987 till 2000. Members who were
here during Brian's tenure speak of him as a minister who was very caring. Such care
is borne out by the number of Methodist members who maintained contact with Brian
over the years and continued to visit him during his retirement. He continued during
his retirement years to offer care and ministry to many. A gifted storyteller, people
remember him being able to tell stories during leaders' meetings and church gatherings
that held them enthralled. He was a forthright preacher and not afraid to go against
popular opinion from the pulpit.

Brian was a bachelor for nearly 60 years before marrying the widow, Anna Burger in
1996. He proved to be a devoted husband and as Anna's health declined, he took care
of her as long as he could. People speak fondly of bumping into him at the supermarket
as he rushed around with a trolley buying the items needed for the household.

His health declined substantially after Anna's death as he lost the ability to speak
properly and then struggled with his eyesight and finally skin cancer. He passed to
higher service in June 2019.

We give thanks to God for a life well-lived in dedicated service to God and His people.
May light perpetual shine on him and may his soul rest in peace.

Lynne Walter

Brett Standish King, a man of few words and much action. A man with a heart for
others, overly kind and generous. When aware of a need he was always
anonymously eager to help. A quiet steady man who retired to Little Brak River
with his wife Berndine, just over 2 years ago. They soon became part of our
Methodist Mossel Bay family, and not long thereafter joined the leadership team.

On Sunday, 11 August, before the end of the Service, Brett quietly got up, in
pain, and went out. After a day in hospital he returned home, where just before
midnight he passed on.

It was a great shock to all, and we think prayerfully of Berndine, sons Joseph
and Andrew, daughter-in-law Jacodine, daughter-in-law Zeldine and grandson
Joshua. May your memories and the love of God bring you all much comfort and
strength.

Celia Joyner

Tribute to the late Brian Gibson

Tribute to the late Brett King

Shirley

Lynne

CeliaJohan
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Herewith a summary of the finances of our society for the first 8 months of 2019

Income & Expenditure for period 01 January to 31 August 2019

Income   R577 322 - 67
Expenditure R578 722 - 42
DEFICIT   R    1 399 - 75

Detailed Income & Expenditure statements are available for all to see. Should you want to gain more
info on specifics you are welcome to contact the church treasurer, Des Harris, on 083 309 8732. He
will gladly supply the necessary information.

Planned Giving:-
Planned Giving forms the backbone of our Church Finances.  We are most grateful to those of you
who are part of this ministry.  May it continue to be a source of blessing to you all.

Needless to say, that the church also is reliant on income from various other sources. This income
is not only monetary but comes in a variety of manners as our brothers and sisters use their many
talents in a great number of ministries within our family.

Tithing Trust:-
To date an amount of R13000 has been disbursed to organizations such as Kenani, Benevolent
Park, SPCA, Creating Effective Families (CEF), @ Peace and The Haven. We hope to be able to
do a further disbursement amounting to R12000 in early October. More about this in our next
newsletter.

General:-
In October, as soon as the weather warms up, we will be doing some long overdue maintenance to
the roof of the church. This entails some waterproofing as well. The neon lights in the Annie James
Hall, too, need replacing as due to old age these parts are no longer available. We will of necessity
have to incur costs of R25000 on these projects. Please keep this in your prayers.

It soon will be 2020 budget time and in these tight economic times we will be faced with new
challenges. The least not being the replacement of asbestos guttering on the Wesley Centre where
certain roof beams will also need attention due to rapid decay. More about this in our next newsletter.

We would welcome any ideas and suggestions around our finances.

We remain humble before God and give Him all the praise and glory as we continue to be blessed
in the work of His church here in Mossel Bay specifically.

Des

FINANCIAL HEALTH
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In the Newsletter for the period July-September 2019, Johann Storm reported on our
visits to Kenani. Johann and I have been going there weekly since May this year to visit
the men, as we were informed that, due to reasons unknown to us, they (the men) have
no weekly “gatherings” like the ladies.

Initially, we were going to do visits only and just have some “male chats” with the folk
there. We were rather hesitant to start doing Bible Study from day one as we did not
know how the boys there would feel about it. We did not know each other at all.
Everything, however, fell into place when we realized the truth of a crucial statement in
the  “Jesus Film Project,”

“ In a nutshell, Evangelism is simply sharing good news. And what better news is
there to take to others than the message that God has made a way for us to be
reconciled to Him?”

By the grace of  God, at our second visit there, we were asked by one of them: Who was
Cain's wife, because there were no other people (other than Adam, Eve and Cain) at the
time? I have never thought of that. Our usual leader at the Friday morning Bible Study,
Ron Hurt, fortunately gave me some reading matter about questions in the Bible: “The
Answers Book” written by Don Batten, Ken Ham, Jonathan Sarfati & Carl Wieland. In the
Chapter: “Cain`s wife—who was she?” we found the answer. Our first “exercise” taught
us to read the Bible much more carefully!

It has ever since become almost “customary” that, every week, we get a question to
discuss the next week. What a joy to be able to do the necessary reading and some
research to be able to get on the right track. Lively discussions usually take place then
and in the process we all learn more about what Scripture teaches us.

We are most thankful to say that the boys are always there on a Thursday morning and
if we are just a few minutes late, we are reminded via the cell that they are waiting for
us!

At our last Men`s Ministry Quarterly Meeting, we took our Kenani friends to join us and
what a pleasant morning they had with us. In future we will always take them with us.
Johan and I regard ourselves so blessed to be able to visit our friends there and we are
also most thankful for what we have learned from them over the past 4 months.

Thank you for keeping this Ministry in your prayers.

Nils Johnson

The Men’s Ministry visits to Kenani

Nils
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October 2019

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
BS3
PM

2
BS1

3
BS2

4
MW

5

6
SS1
SS2
SHS

7 8
MM
MMM

9
BS1

10
BS2

11
MW

12

13
SS1
SS2

14 15
BS3
PM

16
BS1

17
BS2
CCM

18
MW

19

20
SS1
SS2

21 22
BS3
PM

23
BS1

24
BS2

25
MW

26

27
SS1
SS2

28 29
BS3

30
BS1

31
BS2

November 2019

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
MW

2

3
SS1
SS2
SHS

4 5
BS3
PM

6
BS1

7
BS2

8
MW

9

10
SS1
SS2

11 12
MM
MMM
(YE
Outing)

13
BS1

14
BS2

15
MW

16

17
SS1
SS2

18 19
BS3
PM

20
BS1

21
BS2

22
MW

23

24
SS1
SS2
TS

25 26
BS3
PM

27
BS1

28
BS2
EM

29
MW

30
MQM

December 2019

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
SS1
SS2
SHS

2 3 4 5 6
MW

7

8
SS1
SS2

9 10 11 12 13
MW

14

15
HSS

16 17 18 19 20 21

22
HSS

23 24 25
CS

26 27 28

29
HSS

30 31
WNS


