Sunday School
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We as adults are in a fortunate position in Christ to guide our children in a fun way to follow in the
footsteps of Jesus. How is this possible? Firstly we set an example in everyday life as to what a
Christian is and as a result our children, grandchildren and children in general will gladly follow.
Secondly allowing the child to attend our Sunday school will further expose them to others who are
comfortable with Jesus and His ways. Through fellowship, play and praise worship Martie and her
team join hands to make this experience a lasting one.
So often the learning phase of a young mind is to associate with others in a like-minded way and
joining hands with the other children in a fun atmosphere to one day themselves set the example
to others.
Give them the opportunity to join our Sunday School and be inspired, motivated and joyful in sharing
stories from the Bible.
Again we appeal to those who can associate with the youth and to come forward to sing along
praising the Lord.

Volume 4

Newsletter

Welcome

Any further information can be acquired by contacting Martie at 044-6911861. Hope to see your
little one join us.

Stephen Powell
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April - June 2019

Contents
Note from our Minister

Pg 2

Editorial

Pg 3

Men’s Ministry

Pg 4

Mary Martha

Pg 4

Contact Numbers

Pg 5

Did you know?

Pg 5

Calendar

Pg 6/7

Financial Health

Pg 8

Spiritual Gift Course

Pg 9

Mount Sea Emmaus

Pg 10

Narrative Therapy

Pg 10

Library

Pg 11

Sunday School

Pg 12

Church Details

Pg 12

Welcome to the FOURTH addition of
our new NEWSLETTER! Whether you’re
a visitor or a member of the church, it’s
great to have you with us.
The Newsletter will be published every
quarter and we look forward to
entertaining you with fun, interesting
and informative news from our church
and community.

Regarding this newsletter
This newsletter will be available in a
black and white printed copy but will
also be available for download direct
from our website. Please keep an eye
on our Facebook page for publishing
information.

We welcome your feedback
We hope you enjoy the read and we
welcome
any
suggestions
for
improvements or any news that you
might want to share in the next
publication.

Ministers Note
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Dear Sisters and Brothers

Library

11

Thank you for the many books that are donated to our library. The books cover various genres,
Christian fiction, commentaries and teaching. Reading is a great way to enrich our walk with the

I write and you will read these thoughts in the season of Lent. Lent is a season when we seek to

Lord. Paul's second letter to Timothy chapter 2 puts it nicely, “Do your best to present yourself to

draw near to the heart of Christ and to become more like him as we focus on prayer, abstinence or

God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the

self-denial and alms giving. We are moving towards Resurrection Sunday but first we must pass

word of truth.”

through Holy Week and Good Friday. The God we follow calls us to die in order to live. We die to

Ronnie Taylor

Ronnie

all the things that are not of God – selfishness, ethnic superiority, greed, injustice and oppression
to name but a few things. We die to any sense of entitlement that is grounded on something other

Book Review

than our humanity and our sacred worth as those made in God’s image. We follow the one who is

Recovering after tragedy and suffering is a matter on which almost every person can speak about

Lord of the universe who poured himself out unto to death so that the whole creation may be healed

from personal experience. Imagine for one moment the intense grief experienced after the

and restored in him.

Christchurch massacre and the awful floods in Mozambique and Zimbabwe. So what can we do?

As I write the news focusses on the tragic shootings at two Mosques in New Zealand. This terror

It was with these tragedies as background that Frank Retief's book, “Why Me Lord?” which is

attack seems to have been carried out by a right-wing extremist. Let us remember that any

available in the library is essential reading. He completes the book by expanding on six principles

ideology or expression of faith that causes us to act violently towards those who are different,

drawn from Ecclesiastes 11: 1-6. Here they are:-

stands in direct contrast to the Way of Christ. Christ calls us to love even our enemies and those
that we might feel threatened by. God has the power to obliterate those who stand against Him but

1. Life is always full of risks. (Verse 1)

instead he chooses to win them to Himself through self-sacrificing love because God is love and

2. Avoid the trap of withdrawing and shutting yourself off from

anything that is not love has no place in his kingdom. Let us use this Lenten time to reflect on how

others.(Verse 2)

we respond to those who are other. We remember that all are made in the image of God. All life

3. Don't dwell on what cannot be changed. (Verse 3)

is sacred. Let us mourn each death equally and redouble our efforts to build a society where all

4. Don't make excuses. (Verse 4)

are valued and loved. The face of Christ on the cross is the face of ultimate love. May the world

5. Accept the mysteries of Life (Verse 5)

see Christ in us.

6. Be optimistic and full of Faith. (Verse 6)

Bless you

e
Lynn

Ron

Mount Sea Emmaus
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Editorial

3

The Emmaus Board just had an incredible Training and Bonding weekend. With Annetjie Lotter, now
as Community Lay Director, things are getting exciting again.

The world was shocked and numbed by the news of the horrendous massacre of 50 worshippers

Had our first Gathering at Little Brak in February. Miss a lot of our Community but it was just
wonderful. Such a lot of joy as we got together again. This is always just a vibe meeting up again
with the Family of God.
There is a Newsletter put out by Mike Keet, if you don’t get it, let me know so that we can add you
to the list. It contains all the details for this year. It has Application to Work on Team as well as Pilgrim
Applications. Please remember that Lynne will need to sign all the Forms. Emmaus is a Ministry
within the Church and so our Minister needs to be aware of what happens in our Congregation.
Should you wish to Sponsor someone for the Walks, remember to pray about it, discuss it with
Lynne and then discuss it with the prospective Pilgrim. This is a Spiritual Sponsorship but financial
will also be accepted.
The Walks have been booked at Hartenbos.
Men’s Walk will be on the Evening of the 22nd – 25th August.
Ladies Walk 29th August – 1st September.
The cost is R950.00 for all.

Prayer on 15th March. A further 50 people were injured in various degrees.

The next gatherings will be on the May 18th 2019 at the Methodist Church George, with a Bring and
Share Lunch at 1pm.
It was with sadness that we learned of Bruce Keet’s death. Many will remember his dedication and
commitment to place, light and remove all the candles each night. Also the joy of having Bruce as
part of the Support Team. We pray for Mike and Gayle, who serve on our Board as well as his
Grandmother Evelyn.
Please remember to add your name to the 72 Hour Prayer Vigil, which should have already placed
on the Board at http://www.3dayol.org/Vigil, and just scroll down to Mt Sea.
De Colores (the colours of Gods Kingdom)

Martinette

at the Al Noor Mosque and the Linwood Islamic Centre in Christchurch, New Zealand during Friday

A few days before this as life would have it, I had been having discussions with Martin Bagley, a
survivor of a similar horrendous attack in 1993 on a popular multiracial church in the heart of the
Southern Suburbs in Capetown. Martin was almost 30, a keen rugby player and a regular at the St
James Church evening services. Four young men entered the church armed with hand grenades,
R4 assault rifles and 4 petrol bombs. They threw the grenades and then opened fire on the
congregation, killing 11 and wounding 58. When they were about to throw the 4 petrol bombs into
the body of the church, a worshipper shot at them with his .38 revolver wounding one of the attackers
who then fled in a stolen car.

Martin is visiting Mossel Bay over the weekend of 25/26 May and has agreed to share his story with
us at the men's quarterly meeting on the Saturday morning and then again at the 9.30am service on
Sunday morning. It is a story of triumph over tragedy, of forgiveness over hatred and of love over
indifference.

Martin suffers from serious permanent injuries and has difficulty speaking as a result of brain damage
but this does not stop him from demonstrating his close walk with his Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Linking Pastoral Narrative Therapy and God's Word
I have always been interested in psychology and psychiatry but not able to follow this interest up.
In 2017, a colleague told me about Coram Deo – a 2 year pastoral narrative therapy course (based
on biblical principles) that is affiliated to Pretoria University. I went to the information evening in
November 2017 and completed the 1st year this November.
In a nutshell, pastoral narrative therapy counselors listen to the client’s ‘story’ and assist the client
to ‘break down’ the negative story and then to build up a ‘positive ’ story that they can relate to and
live by.
There are a number of ‘students’ who did the course this year just to improve their own lives. The
course is held every 2nd week and there are morning and evening classes in Mossel Bay and
George. So if the student cannot make a class, they can attend the same class at another time /
venue. What is so wonderful (for me J ) is that there are NO EXAMS – only 2 assignments the 1st
year and (I think) 3 the 2nd year.
Coram Deo is hoping to establish a pastoral narrative therapy centre in Mossel Bay in the future.
This is a course I would recommend to anyone, especially those who do counseling - church
leaders, qualified counselors, psychologists – even lawyers! I’m learning one is never too old to
learn

Irene

Martin is a brother who, like many of us, loves Romans 8 :28, "And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who love Him who have been called according to His
purpose." This passage has sustained Martin through the tough times as it does for many of us.

Plse make a note in your diaries and invite friends and family to attend. Everyone is welcome.

Ron

Mens Ministry
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Greetings to the family of Mossel Bay Methodist Church.
It is already the second quarter of 2019, and we need to ask ourselves what have we done with
the time? Did we spend it fruitfully to the honour and glory of our Lord God, or did we let it slip by
from one Sunday to the next? I for one am guilty of letting my God given time go to waste, and for
that I need to beg my Lord’s forgiveness.
The Mossel Bay Methodist Church Men’s Ministry has been very busy however. Our two brothers
Ronnie Taylor and Raymond Peters have been hard at work in their respective areas of bringing
God’s word to people who are so desperately in need thereof. It would be appreciated if these men
could be upheld in your prayers and supported where ever possible. Our brother Nils Johnson
has commenced with establishing a ministry at the Kenani old age home, a subject that he is
pursuing with great passion. This is an area of great concern to our men’s ministry, and it will
require a great deal of support in future. I would beseech all members of our Methodist family to get
in touch with Nils if there is any way they could or would like to assist in this ministry.
Our weekly gatherings on Friday mornings at 7 am at the church remains a fruitful experience
for the men who gather there to learn from God’s word under the teachings of our brother Ron Hurt,
and the guidance of Johan Hartzenberg. I would strongly encourage those men who would like
to join us to do so, and perhaps form similar groups of their own in their areas and at their own
time.
The monthly meetings are also going strong, and the new subject of “The Purpose Driven Life”
by Rick Warren has been received with great interest and enthusiasm.
As a last thought, allow me to make an appeal to those men in our family who have not yet
committed themselves to participating in our men’s ministry, to give it some serious
consideration. Our Lord needs every single one of us out there, working to make Him known
and to take care of those who so desperately need it, both in spirit and body. EVERY LITTLE
BIT HELPS.
All honour and glory to God, and may He bless and keep you.

o rm
Johann St

Mary Martha

Spiritual Gift Course
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Have you heard about the 80/20 rule? In most places - companies, factories and even churches 80% of all the work that needs to be done is carried out by a mere 20% of the people. It's proper
name is the Pareto Principle named after a noted Italian economist who originally called it the 80/20
rule but admirers of his wisdom named it after him when he showed its application in so many
different ways. For example, at the turn of the 19th century 80% 0f the land in Italy was owned by 20%
of the population. In modern times, health and safety professionals will tell you that 80% of the
accidents at work are caused by 20% of the hazards. I can imagine many heads nodding in
agreement as folk cast their minds back to their workplaces before retirement beckoned.

An application in our church today is perhaps that 80% of us in the congregation don't really know
the spiritual gifts that our Lord has granted us. But then what are the spiritual gifts? Scripture always
has the answers. And it was our privilege for about 15 of us to attend an instructive programme led
by our minister Lynne over a number of Saturday afternoons, focusing on Romans 12 : 6-8 and 1 Cor
12 : 4-11. These gifts are of course the result of God's grace (His unmerited favour and loving
kindness) to us.

So, what are these gifts? What gifts has God given me? Some of the better known ones are
administration, discernment, evangelism, hospitality, intercession, teaching and shepherding. Each of
these is in short supply in our church. It means that some people are carrying too much of a load but
you will find that they never complain. It's not in their hearts to do so.

Let me suggest a way forward. . . .Someone who leads a very active life wanted badly to serve in the

Mary/ Martha invites all and everyone to come along and join in, we have fun and serious meetings,

church but was scared of getting roped into too many different things which would have been quite

always singing, hugs and fellowship is in mega supply. Feb being the month of Love we came

impractical. She has a passion for sharing her love for the Lord (evangelism) so once a week she now

dressed in white and red, chocolates for all and a talk given b y Charmaine, hall decorated

goes to an old age home and reads short Bible stories in one of the lounges. What a simple thing to

beautifully as we shared our love messages with one another, as always a lovely tea was served,

do. What a testimony to the love of the Lord!

we all sat around the table beautifully decorated chatting. March we were enlightened by two
women who work at the center for abused women and children, many gifts of toys, clothing, bedding
and food were brought for them to take to those in need, for which I say thanks very much to all who
contributed, please say prayers for these abused people they are in need of many things, Prayer is
what we can do, so let us band together and lift prayers to Jesus for them. April is Easter month,
do come along and share in our celebration, at the end of the program we will join together in Holy
Communion.
Twill be good to see you all there.

ley
Shir

Ron

Financial Health
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Society Stewards

Herewith a summary of the finances of our society for the first period of 2019

Treasurer:

Income & Expenditure for period 01 January to 28 February 2019

Trust Steward:

Income
Expenditure
DEFICIT

R144 617 - 44
R153 807 - 76
R9 190 - 32

Stewards:

Detailed Income & Expenditure statements are available for all to see. Should you want to gain more
info on specifics you are welcome to contact the church treasurer, Des Harris, on 083 309 8732. He
will gladly supply the necessary information.
Planned Giving:-

Des Harris

5
(Finances)

083-309-8732

Raymond Peters

044 691-3587

Victor Grootboom (Justice & Service) 044 698-1030
Shirley Kimble
(Discipleship & Fellowship)
083 953-1673
Johan Hartzenberg(Outreach)
073-579-8238
Brett King
(Spirituality)
082-801-2366
Berndine King
(Spirituality)
082-447-3116
Mary-Anne van Niekerk (Pastoral Care) 082-498-1304
Eddie Rocher
(I.T.)
044 698-1322

Planned Giving forms the backbone of our Church Finances. We are most grateful to those of you
who are part of this ministry. Please uphold this ministry in prayer. May it continue to be a source of
blessing to you all.
Tithing Trust:-

Bible Study Groups / Home Fellowship Groups

The Tithing Trust Fund, on a quarterly basis, looks at worthy causes within our society. Funds are
distributed to these as far as is possible. Information and suggestions around this support will be
welcomed by the treasurer for further consideration by the Executive. The next newsletter will again
contain specifics around which organizations benefited as well as amounts distributed for the first
quarter of 2019.

Tuesdays

14h00 Johan Hartzenberg

073-579-8238

Wednesdays

09h30 Rev. Lynne Walter
Annie James Hall

044-693-4696

General:-

Thursdays

14h30 Geoff Robey
7 - 17th Avenue, Linkside

044-690-3084

We need to continually do maintenance to our buildings. Labor and material are expensive.
Presently we are looking at quotes to replace the dilapidated and health hazard asbestos guttering
around the Wesley Centre. The Church also needs the carpets to be steam cleaned as well as
varnishing of the wood under the pews. Please prayerfully consider suggestions and support in this
area of our ministry as well.
We remain humble before God and give Him all the praise and glory as we continue to be blessed
in the work of His church here in Mossel Bay.

Des

Did you know? - Sir Isaac Newton
Ÿ That as a child Sir Isaac Newton made a working windmill which was driven by mice running
round a treadmill much to the wonder of his school chums?
Ÿ That scientific circles accept that Newton invented what is now called “the scientific method”
from which he developed a series of Laws, Newton's Laws, and the theory of gravity which
applied to the whole Universe?
Ÿ That Newton was a devout though somewhat unorthodox Christian
who privately rejected the doctrine of the Trinity?
Ÿ That Newton spent a great deal of time studying the Book of Daniel in
particular with a view to “putting a stop to the rash conjectures of
fanciful men predicting the precise end times and by so doing bring the
sacred prophecies into discredit.”

Calendar
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May 2019

April 2019
Sun

Mon
1

Tue

Wed

2
BS3
PM

3
BS1

Thu
4
BS2

Fri
5
MW

Sat

Sun

Mon

Tue

6
CQM

Wed

Thu

June 2019
Fri

Sat

1
BS1

2
BS2

3
MW

4

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

Oudtsho
orn

7
SS1
SS2
SHS

8

9
MM
MMM
BS3

10
BS1

11
BS2

12
MW

13
JFJ

5
SS1
SS2
SHS

6

7
PM
BS3

8
BS1

9
BS2

10
MW

11

2
SS1
SS2
SHS

3

4
PM
BS3

5
BS1

6
BS2

7
MW

8

14
PSS1
PSS2

15
HWS

16
HWS
PM
BS3

17
HWS

18
HWS
BS2

19
GFS

20

12
SS1
SS2

13

14
MM
MMM

15
BS1

16
BS2

17
MW

18

9
SS1
SS2

10

11
MM
MMM
BS3

12
BS1

13
BS2

14
MW

15

21
SRS
ES

22

23
PM
BS3

24
BS1

25
BS2

26
MW

27

19
SS1
SS2

20

21
PM
BS3

22
BS1

23
BS2

24
MW

25
MQM

16
SS1
SS2

17

18
PM
BS3

19
BS1

20
BS2

21
MW

22

28
SS1
SS2
TS

29

30
PM
BS3

26
SS1
SS2

27

28
PM
BS3

29
BS1

30
BS2

31
MW

23
SS1
SS2

24

25
PM
BS3

26
BS1

27
BS2

28
MW

29

30
FS

Diarise the 13th of April 2019, 17H00, Jews for
Jesus (Christ in the Passover)

