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e-mail: mbaymethodist@telkom.net
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A fresh new look

Contents
Note from our Minister
News
Upcoming Events
Community Services
Mary Martha
Men’s Ministry
Financial Health
Society Stewards
Bible Study Groups
Classifieds
Contact Details

Welcome
to
our
brand
new
NEWSLETTER! Whether you’re a visitor
or a member of the church, it’s great to
have you with us.
This new Newsletter format will be
published every quarter and we look
forward to entertaining you with fun,
interesting and informative news from

Regarding this newsletter
This newsletter will be available in a
black and white printed copy but will
also be available for download direct
from our website. Please keep an eye
on our Facebook page for publishing
information.

We welcome your feedback
We hope you enjoy the read and we
welcome
any
suggestions
for
improvements or any news that you
might want to share in the next
publication.

Ministers Note

News

Dear Sisters and Brothers

Good News

During our recent Synod we were reminded of the many
challenges that face us in the world, our nation, our local
communities and our church. We wrestle with the destruction
of the environment which has already impacted the poorest
of the poor. We cannot escape the scourge of racism and
prejudice even within the church. Historical injustice
continues to affect our lives in the inequality that is
characteristic of our society. At one stage in our Synod we
had the opportunity to prepare the front page of a newspaper
which might contain headlines describing the Methodist
Church of 2028. I have to be honest in saying that I wondered whether or not the
Methodist Church of Southern Africa would still exist in anything but name by 2028.
It is human nature to dream and Christian nature to hope. Many of the headlines
envisioned new possibilities. We dreamt of a church that is fully inclusive where no
one is excluded on the basis of race, age, gender, sexual orientation or economic
status. We dreamt of a church that led the way in environmental justice. We dreamt
of a church in which women and young people held positions of leadership. In God
all things are possible but we cannot expect to see a new church if we carry on
thinking and acting in the same way as we are doing now.
I cannot speak of all the possibilities for change in one short letter but I would like to
share two insights that came out of our Synod Bible studies led by Rev Mzwandile
Molo, which, I believe we need to wrestle with. Mzwandile based his work on the
letter to the Colossians. Colossians 3:11 reads, “Here there is no Greek or Jew,
circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, Christ is all and is
in all.” Mzwandile brought out the implications of the latter part of the verse. If Christ
is all and is in all, then every time I reject the other I reject Christ and I say to Christ
I don’t want that part of you that is in the one that is different to me. If I am unwilling
to show hospitality to any of God’s children then I do not have room in my heart for
the fullness of Christ. The second insight came by way of a reminder of Jesus’ call
to us to be the salt of the earth. We were reminded that salt is not self-preserving.
Instead when salt is added to the food it dissolves and only the enhanced flavour of
the food speaks of its presence. Perhaps our beloved Mossel Bay Methodist would
be more diverse if we wrestled with what it means to be dissolved –to let go of
self-interest and self-preservation so that all of God’s children, black, white, so called
coloured, young and old found a place of welcome amongst us.
As we wrestle with these things may God bless us with enough discomfort to seek
meaningful, godly, change.
Lynne

e
Lynn

Congratulations to Leslie Stuart who has been awarded National Colours in Masters
Athletics.
At the recent National Championships held in Bloemfontein Les entered 5 track
and one field event in his age category, 75-79. Medalling in all these events he
was awarded 5 gold and l silver medal.
Les will be representing South Africa at the Wold Masters Championship later this
year.
Les also is an accomplished Road Runner and has Provincial Colours in Road
Running with the 10km event being his forte.
Maybe we should ask the Mary Martha Group to interrogate his wife, Zelia, getting
her to share what secret diet she feeds him on!!
Train well Les – God Bless

Upcoming Events
July 2018
Mens Ministry - (Monthly meetings to be held every 2nd Tuesday of the month)
Ÿ 10 July 2018 @ 14H30
Mary Martha - (Monthly meetings to be held every 2nd Tuesday of the month)
Ÿ 10 July 2018 @ 14H30
Family Service - (Every 5th Sunday a combined service. Join us for tea afterwards)
Ÿ 29July 2018 @ 09H00

August 2018
Mens Ministry - (Monthly meetings to be held every 2nd Tuesday of the month)
Ÿ 14 August 2018 @ 14H30
25 August 2018 @ 09H00 (Quarterly meeting)
Mary Martha - (Monthly meetings to be held every 2nd Tuesday of the month)

This can be a confusing time when you feel isolated and have many questions
about things you’ve never faced before.
“Going to GriefShare feels like having warm arms wrapped around you when
you’re shivering.”
Ron and Willemien will be starting a GriefShare course in August. The course will
run for 13 weeks. Please phone Ron (084 775 3794) or Willemien (083 293 4474)
if you like to join us.
A suitable day, time and venue will still be decided.

Ÿ 14 August 2018 @ 14H30
Circuit Quarterly Meeting
Ÿ 25 August 2018 @ 12H00
September 2018
Mens Ministry - (Monthly meetings to be held every 2nd Tuesday of the month)
Ÿ 11 September 2018 @ 14H30
Mary Martha - (Monthly meetings to be held every 2nd Tuesday of the month)
Ÿ 11 September 2018 @ 14H30

Community Services
Grief Support Group

Mary Martha
Mary Martha is our Ladies Ministry. We meet once a month on the second Tuesday
at 14H30 in the Wesley Centre. We have a variety of programmes. For Fund
Raising we cater for funerals.
On June the 12th we had our annual knit-in, it was more fun than knitting.
We have lovely fellowship with ladies from other churches and end the afternoon
with a cup of tea and lovely eats.
Forthcoming meetings include a sing-along, a quiz and a lawyer to tell us about
writing up a will. Hope to see you all there.
Shirley Kimble
083 953 1673

It hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare.
GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you
through one of life’s most difficult experiences. You don’t have to go through the
grieving process alone.
It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right now. If you’ve lost
a spouse, child, family member, or friend, you’ve probably found there are not
many people who understand the deep hurt you feel.

ley
Shir

Mens Ministry

Financial Health
YOUR CHURCH’S FINANCES

Men’s Ministry Revived!
On 26 May 17 faithful men gathered in the Wesley Hall to get the Men’s Ministry
going again.
Ferdi Gouws, a retired minister, delivered a thought provoking talk on “Living the
Gospel”, after which the men enjoyed Anna-Marie’s scrumptious breakfast
muffins and tea.
The rest of the meeting was spent getting to know one another and actively
discussing how we can take this important venture forward.
The purpose of the ministry is to focus on our church’s Mission and working
together to be a meaningful driving force in discipleship and Christian fellowship.
This will be achieved through the following regular gatherings where we will
worship and plan our activities:

Herewith a summary of the finances of our society for the first 5 months of
2018
Income & Expenditure for period 01 January to 31 May 2018

Income
Expenditure
DEFICIT R

R356 459-05
R358 712-86
2 253-81

Detailed Income & Expenditure statements are available for all to see. Should
you want to gain more info on specifics you are welcome to contact the church
treasurer, Des Harris, on 083 309 8732. He will gladly supply the necessary
information.

Planned Giving:Ÿ Quarterly Gatherings: Next meeting on 25 August 2018 at 09h00.
Ÿ Monthly Meetings on the second Tuesday of the month.
Ÿ Weekly gatherings for those interested on Friday mornings. Time and
venue still to be determined.
We are thankful to the Lord for His favour and to all the men interested.
Can’t wait to see you at the next meeting!
Johan Hartzenberg
073 579 8238

Planned Giving forms the backbone of our Church Finances. We are most
grateful to those of you who are part of this ministry. May it continue to be a
source of blessing to you all.
Needless to say, that the church also is reliant on income from various other
sources such as offerings made in services, various fund raising initiatives,
donations, etc. This income is not only monetary but comes in a variety of
manners as our brothers and sisters use their many talents in a great number of
ministries within our family.
We remain humble before God and give Him all the praise and glory as we
continue to be blessed in the work of His church here in Mossel Bay specifically.

n
Joha

Des

Society Stewards

Classifieds
Advertising

Treasurer:

Des Harris

Trust Steward:
Stewards:

(Finances)

083-309-8732

Raymond Peters

044 691-3587

Victor Grootboom (Justice & Service) 044 698-1030
Shirley Kimble
(Discipleship & Fellowship)
083 953-1673
Johan Hartzenberg(Outreach)
073-579-8238
Brett King
(Spirituality)
082-801-2366
Berndine King
(Spirituality)
082-447-3116
Mary-Anne van Niekerk (Pastoral Care) 082-498-1304
Eddie Rocher
(I.T.)
044 698-1322

Bible Study Groups
Wednesdays

09H30 Rev Lynne Walter
Annie James Hall

044 693-4696

19H00 Geoff Robey
7 - 17th Ave, Linkside

044 690-3084

Do you want to advertise your business or services in the News Letter? Please
contact the Church Office for more information.

